The LARS Fox Hunt of Saturday 19 August 2006

Late Friday, I was charging all the battery packs.  The 7.2 volts at 4500 mA laptop battery was prepared.  All of it was stuffed into one smaller box and to put in the car.  Saturday morning Stanley, KD4ERF, and I decided to meet at Hardee's for breakfast.  This was earlier than normal, Foxhunt to start at 9 AM.
Saturday morning was pleasant and a little drier than the last few days and promised to be a nice day for a FOX Hunt!  Stanley & Virginia and I met for breakfast.  We discussed where to hide the FOX.  After breakfast at Hardee’s I headed out Hwy 192 to Saddlebrook Pond.  While waiting to meet Stanley at the pond, I looked for another appropriate spot for the FOX’s den!  Walking around and finding several likely spots resulted in picking nice medium sized tree with a nice system of low branches and fairly tall grasses that looked promising.  The water side of the tree had too much water so at the base of the tree among the low branches in the tall grass wrapped in camouflage cloth was laid the FOX. The FOX radio used the laptop battery pack and was set to 300 mW with a Yaesu ducky. As it was placed down the radio actually disappeared from my sight and I was holding it! The Camo and the weather and greenery all matched beautifully. It really was impossible to see!  At 9:00 it was activated and Stanley and I went looking for Peter. 

GPS said: 37 degrees and 06.297 seconds N


     84 degrees and 06.314 seconds W


     1235 feet amsl

The following was transcribed from the traffic on 146.610. 

Timeline:

9:00    FOX was turned on.


9:07
Peter, KJ4ND was met by Stanley and Jim, N4ICU, at Tractor Supply.

9:37
Someone said something.


9:53
Scotty, W4EFG, called Stanley and talked a bit.
9:57
Peter holds up the FOX for Stanley and me to see.  He found it!!!
10:04   Jim saw Leland, KE4FGL, drive by on the dam, got to hide the FOX!
10:05
Jim noticed the FOX having no signal, found that Peter bumped it 10 KHz high.

10:10
Leland is getting multiple readings!

10:18
Leland goes by over dam East to West.

10:19
Leland goes by over dam West to East.
10:20
Leland is here.

10:21
Leland is walking, searching, looking.

10:27
Leland is looking and walking right toward the FOX, then walks off.

10:30
Leland FOUND FOX!!!  But could not see it.

10:31
Leland brought FOX to Jim and the FOX was turned off.

10:35
Note: Peter is not using his feet to find Foxes this time, and he did NOT step on this one!
10:39
Stanley, Leland, Peter and I talked for a while.  Then the FOX was turned off.

The placement of the rubber duckie antenna horizontally and not much above the ground caused the Fox to be very weak at the start point.  But Peter got the direction though.

This hunt also showed that Peter uses a low point to take a new reading.  Higher locations make for better readings.  And Peter actually believed the FOX was in a car parked on side of I-75.  Peter even thought I might do that!  Imagine that…
This hunt had natural help skewing the signal.  Seems the ducks eating on the bottom ending with head down and tail straight up, just about 19 inches above water. Seems when they’re bottom eating, the Fox’s signals got skewed. 
73 & GOD Bless

Jim, Fox, FOX, N4ICU, Invisible very weak Fox   mosquito bitten FOX………
Pictures of the  Fox Hunt 

By Jim Russell N4ICU, alias “The Sneaky Fox”
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Just left of center is tree with FOX at base, see it, can’t you?
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Close up of FOX and battery
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Showing other side of FOX.

